
SCEAl NA MONA 
Summer 1974 

CONTENTS No. 18 

2 The Third Development 
Programme 

4-5 Works News 

6 Look Out For 

8 Baile lomhair Works 

10-11 Works News 

12 Accidents versus Production 

13 Works News 

14 R.K.O. Studio Presents 

15-16 Works News 

Editor Sean 0 Riordain 

Art Editor Richard Whyte 

COVER PICTURE 

Moonlight on a bog pool 

A study by Tom Kennedy 

2 

Third 
Development 

Programme 

When the serious threat to thi 
country's fuel supply resulting from 
restrictions in the flow of Arab oil 
became apparent last autumn, Bord 
na M6na carried out a re-examina­
tion of bog areas which had pre­
viously been considered incapable of 
economic development in the face of 
low cost imported fuel . 

As a result of this re-examination 
of our bog resources a third turf 
development programme has been 
formulated. The Board consider 
that, in the new energy situation, 
large additional quantitie of peat 
fuel can be produced economically 
for electricity generation and for 
industrial and domestic use and it has 
advised the Minister for Transport 
and Power accordingly. 

The Board's initial development 
programme, adopted in 1946, had 
as its main features the production 
of 1,000,000 tons of sod peat 
annually, improvements in the Lully­
more briquetting plant and the 
establishment of the first generation 
of t urf fired power station. Its 
second development programme, 
launched in 1950, concentrated 
chiefly on the milled peat method of 
production and ince that date the 

Picture shows Mr. L. R hatigan, 
l11anaging Directol', BOl'd na Mona, 

(Left) and Mr. J. J. 1<elly, Chief 
Executive of the E .S.B. at the press 

conference to announce the 31'd 
Development Pl'ogl'amme of Bord na 

Mona 

annual milled peat output has been 
built up to 3,000,000 tons. The suc­
cess of this programme led to the 
erection of four additional peat fired 
power stations and two new ma~· 0 
briquette factories. 

At present Bord na Mona operate; 
roughly 130,000 acre of bog. Under 
the third development programme, 
which is now being worked out in 
detail, an additional 40,000 acres of 
bog will be brought into production. 
In product t erms it is envisaged that 
the following additional quantities 
will be produced annually : 

1,700,000 tons of milled peat 
5,500,000 bales of briquettes 
150,000 tons of sod p at 

Continuous all the year round em­
ployment will be provided for an 
additional 1,500 men rising to about 
1,900 during the peak production 
season. The capital cost of the new 
programme, in volving the drainage 
and equipment of the elected bog 
areas, is estimat ed at £20,000,000. 

It seem likely at thi. st age that 
t he additional peat supplies which 
will become available from this 
expansion will be sufficient to sustain 
new generating plant in the range of 
160 M.W. capable of producing 
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700,000,000 units of electricity annu­
ally . The Electricity Supply Board 
has welcomed the additional quan­
tities of peat which Bord na M6na 
will be in a position to upply and 
joint discussions are already taking 

~ace on an agreed plan for peat 
ilization on a much increased scale. 

When these discussions are com­
pleted, the two Boards will ubmit 
their proposals to the Minister for 
Tran port and Power for approval. 
It will t ake about five years to bring 
the new bogs into full production and 
to construct the new electricity 
generating plant . 

The main development will be 
located west of the Shannon in the 
Athlone-Shannonbridge and the 
Ballinasloe-Castlerea areas where 
900,000 tons of milled peat will be 
produced in newly developed bog to 
supply 120 M.W. of new generating 
plant. An extra 280,000 tons of 
milled peat, which is ufficient to 
sustain 40 M.W. of generating plant , 
will be produced in the Lane boro 
region. In new areas of bog in Co. 
Offaly, 200,000 tons of milled peat 
will be produced at Derrygreenagh 
and 150,000 tons at Boora to increase 
the output and extend the life of 
Rhode and F erbane power stations 
re pectively. 

On completion of the third pro­
gramme the tot al capacity of all the 
peat fired power stations will be 587t 
M.W. represent;ng an increa e of 
37% on present capacity. Annual 
consumption fo r electri city produc­
tion at that tage will be 3,600,000 
ton of milled peat and 500,000 tons 
of od peat giving an output of 2,400 
million units of electricity . Apart 
from hydro, the peat fired power 
sta tions now produce the cheapest 
electri city in the E. .B. sy tem and 
there is every indication that peat 
will retain its competitive advantage 
in the years ahead. 

Solid fuel production is also to be 
expanded. The Board proposes to 
erect a fourth briquette factory near 
Littleton , Co. Tipperary, with a 
capacity of 5,500,000 bales a year 
using milled peat supplied from new 
bogs to be developed in that area. 
An additional 150,000 tons of sod 
peat will be produced for the com­
mercial market in areas adjoining 
existing Bord na M6na centres in Cos. 
Kildare, Longford, Westmeath, 
Meath and Galway. To meet the 
rising demand for sod peat in pre­
packed form additional poly t urf 
UJlits will be erected . 

The third programme on comple­
tion will bring the Board' annual 

production of peat 
following level: 

Sod peat 
Milled peat 

fuel up to the 

1,100,000 tons 
4,700,000 tons 

About 25% of the milled peat will be 
converted into briquette giving a 
total briquette output of 34,000,000 
bales annually. 

The saving in fuel imports which 
will be effected at thi level of 
peat production i e timat ed at 
£50,000,000 a year at today' prices 
and in heating value it would be 
roughly equivalent to 2,000,000 tons 
of coal. All the year round employ­
ment by Bord na M6na will then be 
5,600men augmented byanotherl ,300 
men during the produ tion eason. 

Progre s in bog development ha 
been hampered in recent year under 
pressure from low co t imported 
fuels and Bord na M6na welcomes 
the opportunity now pre ented to it 
to embark on a major expansion. 
¥/ ork has already begun in in­
vestigating t he potential of bog area 
not included in the new development 
programme to en ure that the long 
term problems facing thi country 
as a re ult of the energy crisi 'will be 
minimized by the fullest possible 
ut ilization of our peat re ources. 
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